I Want You to Know
On this beautiful October afternoon, I am tired. I am not tired for the usual reasons like
sleeplessness or physical exertion; I am tired because I keep on reading such newspeak as that published
in the recent work of Jimenez, Sargrad, Morales, and Thompson called Remedial Education: The Cost of
Catching Up, published by the Center for American Progress, and available to you at
http://tinyurl.com/zcdlscj.
It’s Time to Call It What It Is
And if it were just you and I, I would. But for this venue, in polite company, I am going to call it wrong.
The argument in the paper can be summed up in one sentence found on page 1 of the document:
Simply put, remedial education—or developmental education as it is also known—is a systematic black
hole from which students are unlike to emerge.
Do I really need to go through this sentence to point out everything that is wrong with it? Again?
1. There is nothing simple about developmental education or the attrition rate of the underprepared.
So, any time someone tries to “simply put” anything about our field, you know it is going to be incorrect.
2. Although remedial education and developmental education may be known as the same thing to the
uneducated, they could not be any more different. Here is a little chart of just basic differences:






Remedial
Limited to under prepared
Works on a deficit model
Focuses on academic skills only
“if you didn’t get it the first time, we will
repeat it until you do.”
Based on “It was easy for me, so why isn’t
easy for you? You must be lazy, dumb,
poor, etc.”







Developmental
Addresses all students
Works on a holistic model
Focuses on skills, attitudes, environment
“Let’s set up an environment where
everyone can learn.”
Based on adult learning theory and
cognitive psychology

3. What is a systematic black hole? This is newspeak at its best. If you remember, newspeak is the
Orwellian language in Nineteen Eighty-Four characterized by convoluted rhetoric and meaningless
metaphors.
4. In any event, students in it are unlikely to emerge. Really? I do not know whose students do not
emerge. Mine do. I am sure yours do. In fact, at least some of the 60% of the students who start in
below-college-level classes across the nation must, or there would be very, very few college graduates
at all.

5. The paper blames high school curriculum and implies that common core will ensure students will
come to college prepared. (Just like all of the other high school exit exams in the past years have done, I
am assuming.)
6. Please take a look at the methodology of this study. I am just leaving that there.
7. Finally, the study uses several quotes from students to support the point that
remedial/developmental education is evil/awful/useless/wasteful/ disastrous, and just horrid. When
you are done reading the study, you need to go immediately to Martha Casazza’s and Sharon
Silverman’s TRPP Associates’ Student Voices project blog and listen to the voices, pure and clear, singing
of the empowerment and freedom developmental education has given them.
http://www.trppassociates.com/student-voices
8. And then you will not feel tired any more.

